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Joao da Nova thought that he should have been sent.
But Frol de la Mar was the biggest ship in the fleet. " If
you were to go," said Albuquerque, " there would be such a
hole in this net that our fish would escape!" The day would
come, he added, when Joao da Nova would be glad that he
had stayed to help. Joao da Nova did not agree. He told
his crew exactly what he thought of the " Capitao M6r "
and tried to lash them into mutiny.

News came about this time that a caravan from Persia
with provisions for Ormuz had reached the coast. Al-
buquerque decided to have it waylaid by Joao da Nova and
Francisco de Tavora, and ordered them to report to him for
instructions.

" Francisco de Tavora, in a virtuous mood, appeared at the
appointed hour, but no Joao da Nova. When Albuquerque
sent to ask the reason of this delay, Joao da Nova said his
men refused to go. Certainly a great noise could be heard
aboard Frol de la Mar, accompanied by abuse of the com-
mander-in-chief.

Afonso de Albuquerque was not the man to stand and
listen while the crew of one of his ships shouted defiance at
his orders. A few minutes later saw him board Frol de la
Mar, and a sudden silence fell.

Joao da Nova advanced with something like a smirk.
" You see how it is," said he, " my men . . ."

" You should teach your men better!" retorted Al-
buquerque. " Men are what their captains make them!"
Sword in hand he ordered the recalcitrants to embark, and
they dared not disobey; then, turning to their captain, he
told him what he thought of his conduct past and present.

A lively argument followed. Joao da Nova, harping on the
old theme, declared that he did not belong to Albuquerque's
squadron, and since the latter would not grant him leave to
go, he was going without it, as he had a perfect right to do!

It was always dangerous to say things like that to
Albuquerque, " You dare tell me!" he exclaimed, " that
you would do this!" Joao da Nova said he would. He said